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To: EPA Office of Civil Rights
Attn: Yasmin Yorker-Title VI Team Leader
Yorker.yasmin@epamail.epa.gov
U.S. EPA
Ariel Rios Building
Office of Civil Rights
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., MC1201
Washington D.C. 20460

To: EPA Office of Environmental Justice
Attn: Barry Hill Director
hill.barry@epa.gov
U.S. EPA
Ariel Rios Building
Office of Civil Rights
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., MC2201A
Washington D.C. 20460

REF: AMENDMENT 3 TO CARE s OCR COMPLAINT OF 4-16-00 TO
ALLEGE RETRIBUTION BY THE CITY OF PITTSBURG FOR REV. BILL
FORREST S PARTICIPATION IN CEC EVIDENTIARY HEARING PROCESS
CASE#2R-00-R9

In CARE s 4-16-00 original OCR and OEJ complaint the following allegations of
discrimination where presented in regards to Rev. Bill Forrest s attempt to testify as an
expert witness on Environmental Justice.

CEC discriminated against African Americans persons in the
Evidentiary hearing process

The CEC discriminated against African Americans persons by
deny the Rev. Bill Forrest and opportunity to act as an expert witness on
Environmental Justice at its November 18, 1999 evidentiary hearing.
CARE strongly objected for the record at the CEC November 18, 1999
evidentiary hearing against exclusion of Rev. Bill Forrest as a witness on
Environmental Justice.

Mr. Bill Forrest presented comment indicating that he was
concerned about potential disparate impact on minority
communities from project-related activities. He wanted
assurance that the project would not cause cancer or other
ill effects. (11/18 RT 352 ET seq.) Intervenor CRE was
further denied due process by the Hearing Officer in the
denial of intervenor s law full written notice of witnesses
for socio-economics in intervenor s written testimony of
November 12, 1999. The Hearing Officer scheduled the
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hearing on socio-economics (environmental justice) for
after midnight on November 18, 1999 despite being noticed
as the first item on the Commission s version of the
Internet agenda. The one witness of the intervenor
remaining after midnight, Rev. Bill Forrest, was forced by
the Hearing Officer to speak as a member of the public.
Intervenor CRE additionally provided a copy of Rev.
Forrest s resume in advance of the meeting (included here
as attachment I). His experience as an investigator for the
EEOC alone qualifies him as an expert on this matter.
Intervenor CRE provides this transcript as evidentiary in
the Hearing Officer s prejudice in favor of the applicant
and against the petitioner (complainant) in this matter.

Apparently Mr. Bill Forrest placed not only himself, but also his congregation at risk of
retaliation for his participation in the November 18, 1999 evidentiary hearing. CARE
strongly objected for the record at the evidentiary hearing against exclusion of Rev. Bill
Forrest as a witness on Environmental Justice. In CARE 6/19/00 Amendment 1 to
CARE s OCR complaint of 4-16-00 to include the City of Pittsburg California in
CASE#2R-00-R9, CARE alleged that the City of Pittsburg violated Title VI in that its
illegal authorization of eminent domain (the taking of property) proceedings where cited.
Complainants contend that retaliatory actions by the City of Pittsburg, against Rev.
Forrest Williams and his congregation, have taken place following the November 18,
1999 evidentiary hearing on the Delta Energy Center. Further, complainants contend that
the retaliatory actions in question provide evidence of the City of Pittsburg s intentional
discrimination against African Americans persons through the use of illegal confiscation
of property. Rev. Bill Forrest confirms this position in his letter to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (included here as attachment II) titled City of
Pittsburg, Ca And Contra Costa Counties attempts to give away approximately 360
square feet of our Churches Property, to another Church group from Concord, Ca.

I believe that the City of Pittsburg, in concert with the County of Contra
Costa, through its agents, are attempting to destroy our Church s facilities
expansion project, in retaliation for prior complaints of racial and religious
discrimination, that we have previously filed against them.

Complainants further contend that these discriminatory acts by the City of Pittsburg are
also on the basis of religious affiliation. Rev. Bill Forrest confirms this position in his
letter to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (included here as
attachment II).

I Bill Forrest, as the pastor/agent for the Forrest Memorial Christian
Center Church of God in Christ, believe that the city of Pittsburg and the
County of Contra Costa, in concert, have systematically discriminated
against my members and myself on the basis of my race, (African
American), and my religious affiliation, (Church of God in
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Christ/Pentecostal), in that I/we have been subjected to differential
treatment in our attempts to develop enterprise zoned property and
attempts made to take our legally purchased property, in violation of Tile
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of
1968, and all other applicable executive orders.

Complainants contend that this combined with other actions taken by the City of
Pittsburg (as presented in amendment 1 of 6/19/00) demonstrate a pattern of
discriminatory acts that are in violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

       
Michael E. Boyd 6-23-00               Joe Hawkins 6-23-00      Jim MacDonald-trustee 6-23-00
President-CARE       Community Health First   Pittsburg Unified School District
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Attachment I
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Attachment II
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